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PUPILS WRITE LETTERS
TO HELP SAVE MUSEUM
Businesses
invited to attend
free breakfast
meeting

NORTH West Leicestershire
businesses are invited to
attend a free breakfast
meeting to find out how they
can access funding to help
sustain and grow their
business.
North West Leicestershire
District Council is hosting a
business breakfast for its
local companies on Friday,
May 9, at Donington Park
Race Circuit.
The ‘NWL Means Business’
event starts at 7.30am with
an opening address from
Andrew Bridgen MP
followed by a brief speaker
programme, which will
inform businesses on how
they can access funding
initiatives.
The programme includes
speakers from the Local
Enterprise Partnership
(LLEP), Leicestershire
County Council and the
UKTI, plus the chance to
network with business
people from the area.
Councillor Tony Gillard,
portfolio holder for business
at the district council, said:
“It’s important that our local
businesses are made aware
of funding opportunities that
are open to them. We would
encourage all small to
medium sized enterprises to
come along to hear about
funding programmes that
may benefit them.”
Anyone who would like to
reserve a place can contact
the council’s Business Focus
Team on: 01530 454609, or by
email:
businessfocus@nwleicestersh
ire.gov.uk.
For more information,
visit www.nwleics.gov.uk/
business

Kimberley Wardle calls the idea of closing Snibston ‘preposterous’

By LOUISE STEEL
SHEPSHED school
pupils have written
impassioned letters
urging the county
council
to
save
Snibston Discovery
Museum from closure.
Brian Vollar, chair of
Friends of Snibston, was
invited to collect 116 letters
written by KS2 pupils at St
Botolph’s C of E primary
school, in support of the campaign to save Snibston
Discovery Museum from
county council cuts. Each
pupil has written impassioned ‘persuasive’ letters as
part of their National
Curriculum literacy lessons,
with four chosen to read
their letters to the whole year
assembled in the hall.
In her letter, Kimberly
Wardle calls the idea of closing Snibston “preposterous”
and says that children will
miss out.
“Do you really want children not to be able to interact
with mechanical things and
learn what they need to
know?” she said.
“I have visited this wonderful museum more than
once and I loved it.”
One written by Ciara
Nicholls, reads: “One reason
Nick Rushton gave for the

decision to close the park was
that every visitor costs £8 in
subsidy.
“However when you consider that many of the 96,000
visitors last year were children learning about arts, science, culture and heritage, it
is actually a small price to
pay for a huge amount of edu-

but the parts are the same, the
theory behind the construction
is the same and these are the
kind of skills that will stay with
those who want to get into it
and will help them in the
future.”
As part of the challenge, students were encouraged to wear
high-visiblity jackets and hard
hats to mimic how they would
work in the real world.

Students were also encouraged to walk across the bridge
at the end to make sure it was
structurally sound.
Jamie McKay, co ordinator
the build a bridge project for
the East Midlands Institution
for Civil Engineers, said: “In
theory this is a real bridge with
all the parts that would be used
if we were building it properly.
“We have visited a lot of col-
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Biker dies
during race
at Donington
A BIKER has died during a race
at Donington Park.
Former soldier Ian Allkins,
25, was competing in the park’s
Thundersport GB meeting on
Saturday, April 12, when he fell
from his bike at the Esses section on lap three of the race.
Medical assistance was with
Mr Allkins quickly, stabilising
him before he was sent directly
to
Nottingham’s
Queen’s
Medical Centre. He later died
in hospital.
Ian’s fellow Thundersport
500 competitors took part in a
tribute lap on Sunday afternoon, which
was led by
his
wife,
Jade.
Mr Allkins
started marshalling at
Donington
Park in 2009
after losing
an
while
serving for
the
Royal
Electric and Ian Allkins
Mechanical Engineers. He went
on to get his racing licence in
2009.
A spokesperson said for the
park said: “Everyone here at
Donington Park would like to
pass on our sincere condolences
to the family and friends of Ian
Allkins, who sadly died on
Saturday following a tragic
accident in the CB500 race during the Thundersport GB meeting. Ian was a dear friend to
many here at Donington Park
and he will be sadly missed.”

cation.”
of E Primary School in
Mr Vollar who took the let- Lutterworth. He would be
ters away to send them on to very pleased to hear from
Leicestershire
County other schools who also want
Council, said: “I am extreme- to let its pupils have their say
ly impressed with the quality on
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College students try out their engineering
skills by building a bridge in the cafe
STUDENTS at a Coalville
College have been given the
chance to try their hand at
engineering, building a bridge
in the centre’s cafe.
Stephenson College, on
Thronborough Road, has been
working with the Institution of
Civil Engineers in a bid to get
more people interested in engineering and promote the courses the college has on offer.
As part of the partnership,
members of the institution
were joined by students to build
a scaled-down model of the
cable stayed Second Severn
Crossing.
Matt Newman, civil engineering tutor ,said: “It has been
a fantastic event to have the
bridge being built in the cafe.
“The whole idea of them
being here is to encourage students who may have an interest
or a desire to get into engineering to get involved and have a
go themselves.
“It is not exactly like building a bridge in the real world,

NEWS

leges across England and Wales
inspiring people to get into
engineering and design and it
is great to see so many people
getting enthusiastic about the
project.
“We have already seen some
people who want to get involved
in this more and even if we help
just one person realise their
ambitions in life then it has
been worth it.”
Gillian Laird, Stephenson
Studio School head, said: “Our
students were very excited to
be taking part in the bridge
building project.
“It really opened their eyes to
the many different opportunities available within civil engineering.
“Many students really related to the idea of working on a
large, lifelike project, and getting to understand the complexities involved in bridge building, so much so that a number
of students were inspired to
seriously think about a career
in civil engineering.”

GOT A STORY? TELL THE TIMES ON 01530 813101

WENDY’S
Courtyard Interiors

HOME MEASURING SERVICE
Call in and see our huge range of blinds
(including Venetian, Vertical, Roman and Pleated) together
with our fantastic selection of wallpaper
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BACK IN TIME
Have you got any old photographs you’d like to
share with readers of the
Ashby, Coalville and Swadlincote Times?
Have you got a mystery photo, need help
identifying people, places or dates?
Then dust off your pictures and send them to:
Back In Time, Times Office, Bridge Road,
Coalville, Leicestershire LE67 3QP
Photos will be looked after and returned.
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